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heart and only fear can prevent you from making progress. Mock him, frustrate his miserable stratagems.
Jesus and Mary will know how to triumph over him by their love that they will establish solidly in your
heart. This love does not consist precisely in feeling: the most often love is stronger when it does not feel so
vividly. The greatest saints have found themselves not feeling the love that they have for God; at least they
do not taste any of the joys and delights that are experienced by those who begin to walk in the way of
perfection; but they do not pay attention to this feeling, they look to love God ever more, and that is what
leads them to such a high perfection. LS 1.23-26; Oct 30, 1831.
I embrace you with all my heart and am yours in the divine charity of Jesus and Mary. Ibid., 27.
The holy Virgin, who is our great patron and the dear Mother of S. Sulpice seminarians, has evidently
protected us [during cholera epidemic] and will protect us, I hope, until it is all over. LS 1.36; May 21,
1832.
I urge her [niece Pauline] to be good, to love very much the holy Virgin and to pray to her often. She
should also teach her younger sisters to pray and to love the holy Virgin. I do not doubt that she is obedient
to her daddy and mommy. I also want her to embrace for me her younger sisters, her younger brother and
especially Marie Antoinette to whom I will soon send a small rosary....LS 1.37; May 21, 1832.
Don't become discouraged, dear friend, if you see that you are still far from the summit of this
beautiful evangelic perfection. Be satisfied with having the ardent and sincere desire of surely getting there.
Eh! My friend, don't you know that the holy Virgin has views of goodness and very particular views of
mercy on you? Therefore walk without fear and hesitation, forge ahead, and this beloved Queen and
Mistress will chase away all the demons who would like to stop you in your tracks. Do you not see that, for
a long time now, she has begun to sow in your heart the desire of perfection? It is not in vain that she has
put it there; for she is not like us who are inconstant and incapable of realizing the good things which we
undertake for those we love. She lives and reigns in the splendors of her Son, who puts into her hands his
omnipotence of which she disposes as it pleases her. LS 1.46-47; Mar 17, 1833.
It is a beautiful feast day [Nativity of Mary] that has just passed. So long as we are on this earth, these
beautiful days will come and go; there will come a time or rather an eternity where all will be changed.
There our joys and happiness will no longer end; we will see continually the grandeurs and glory of the holy
Virgin, blended with those of her Son. We will then see clearly, and in depth, the purity, holiness and
charity of Mary, of which we can only perceive here below a slight glimmer, because our eyes are clouded
by our own miseries. However, by the little God enables us to glimpse in this world, we can judge what it
will be when we will have the happiness of seeing distinctly the grandeur of the glory and beauty of Our
Lord Jesus Christ himself. Let us keep ourselves tranquilly prostrate before him, in union with the holy
Virgin. See what great things God has done in her, from the first instant of her birth. Let us try to attract in
us a part of the immense graces with which she has been endowed from her infancy up to her blessed
Assumption. The purity and holiness of the august Virgin from her birth are only a guarantee or a
forerunner of the great holiness to which she will attain at the last moment of her life. If she is so glittering
from her dawn, what could one say about it when she will have arrived at the height of her splendor? If she
is already so pure when she has hardly left the womb of her mother, when at that time she is still united to
the impure flesh of Adam the sinner, what will this be when she is united in so intimate and extraordinary
manner to the eternal Word, the Author and the Finisher of all holiness? Also our soul should be filled with
the greatest joy at the thought of the grandeur and immensity of God's mercy towards the holy Virgin, and
of the incomprehensible bounties towards our excellent Mother. He has made His handmaid to be born in
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